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My point here is, on the contrary, that the “idea of Latin” America 
twisted the past, on the one hand, and made it possible to frame the 
imperial/colonial period as proto-national histories, and, on the 
other, made it possible to “make” into “Latin America” historical 
events that occurred after the idea was invented and adapted. […] As 
I have said, I am not writing ahere “about” Latin America in an “area 
studies” framework, but on how Latin America came about. 
 
 

The Idea of Latin America 
Walter D. Mignolo 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ground 1 
 

Diasporav/Diaspora: ‘Zero degree’ Level 
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Modern/‘Anthropological’ diaspora 
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After Modernity/Post-colonial diaspora 
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Diaspora   Conceptual Transition 
 

 
 
 

 Modern Notion of Diaspora 
 

After-Modernity Notion 
of Diaspora 
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Individuals and their cultural 
identity/heritage was the main 
concern. 
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Contemporary notion of Diaspora 
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Ground 2 
 

Concept/Concept Evolution: ‘EjpivsthmoV/Episteme’ Level 
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The double side of “located concepts” 
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Connection between 
Geography and Epistemology 
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The double paradigmatic tradition 
 
 
 
 

Universal  Europe Local  Ad hoc space 
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 Shift of Geopolitical  
of knowledge 

 
 Paradigm of “Discovery” 

[“Imperial paradigm”] 
 

Paradigm of “invention” 
[“Decolonial paradigm”] 

 
 
 

Perspective 

 
 
The notion of “discovery” function in 

one hand as justified by natural 
philosophy and, on the other hand, as 

warrant of new land. 
 

 
The notion of invention 

questioned the philosophical 
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construct the intellectual, legal 
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established. 
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Mapping/visualizing the naming and origins (epistemic 
dimension) of “Latin America” as a concept 

 
 
 
 
 
Waman Poma de Ayala, Nueva Corónica y Buen Gobierno (1612 circa) = “Think” in speculative 
terms (“Philosophy” in European terms) is here establish a distinction in visual terms. 
“Europe” cannot be read but watch (Imperial perspective) or see (local perspective). 
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Notion of Territory 
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Development 2 
‘Geographical Location of Knowledge’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Geo-politics of Knowledge 
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